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Botswana is now easily accessible to international registered students 
who are looking to gain either valuable fieldwork experience or gather 
their own data on established long-term conservation research projects. 

The research projects have all been assessed by Wildlife ACT for their 
conservation value and how they relate to Botswana’s Department of 
Wildlife & National Parks conservation aims and objectives. Wildlife 
ACT is working with the University of Botswana under the Okavango 
Research Institute (ORI) on their registered research projects.

Students and researchers make up an integral part of our projects. 
Students from all over the world have come to join us, and have made 
contributions on many levels. We have a number of student options to 
join us and include:

We have an exciting opportunity for student participation in Botswana! 

Student conservation experience

Any registered students are welcome to join us as we perform this valuable research in partnership 
with the University of Botswana. This will involve working in a unique environment with high wildlife 
densities collecting data in a number of various ways, including distance sampling surveys, wildlife 
behavioural observations and point sampling. 

Students will gain valuable experience in all aspects of field research techniques and be able to add 
this vital experience to their CVs enhancing their employability in the future and provide them with 
add recognition when applying for entrance to post-graduate courses, which can often provide that 
much needed competitive advantage.

Research students are welcome to gather their own data to meet either their undergraduate or 
postgraduate course requirements within the structures of the existing projects. 

STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN BOTSWANA
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Experimental learning modules undergraduate & postgraduate research projects

As part of many course requirements students often need to perform a practical experiential learning 
module in the field. We offer the perfect environment for this, where you will be able to partake 
in practical scientific fieldwork. This will mean working in a unique environment with high wildlife 
densities collecting data in a number of various ways, including distance sampling surveys, wildlife 
behavioural observations and point sampling. Wildlife ACT’s lead researcher in Botswana, Dr. Simon 
Morgan, will be able to communicate with course conveners at your university to establish learning 
objectives for your experiential learning modules.

Undergraduate & postgraduate research projects

Wildlife ACT would be able to assist you in developing a specific research project within the bounds of 
the research focus areas and assist with your application to the Department of Wildlife and National 
Parks though the University of Botswana. Students and researchers could ask for access to previous 
information collected before they arrived, so as to enhance their data set and projects. The depth 
of this can be discussed and formulated by the students with the Okavango Research Institute and 
with Wildlife ACT’s lead researcher in Botswana, Dr. Simon Morgan; to ensure meaningful wildlife 
conservation projects are developed.

STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN BOTSWANA
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The project 

The region where we will be focussing our first project is in the Chobe Enclave. This dynamic concession 
lies within the Chobe National Park and Chobe Forest Reserve, with the Linyanti and Chobe River 
creating its northern boundary with Namibia. This area is zoned as an agricultural, pastoral and 
wildlife management area bringing with it human-wildlife conflict at its most complex. This important 
wildlife corridor has a number of small communities residing in it and elephant, lion, leopard, hyena 
and other wildlife species utilising the area heavily impact them. Wildlife ACT assists in an on-going 
human-wildlife conflict study run by the University of Botswana and the Okavango Research Institute. 
This includes predictive mapping in assistance with mitigation strategies, as well as on the ground 
“intervention” methods. While the area boasts rich biodiversity and wildlife, they are commonly 
nervous, as they come under much persecution from poachers and revengeful farmers. Please note 
that we do not work with collared animals in this area. We encourage research students who would 
like to contribute to the essential and valuable work here, if this is a field that interests you. 

The study

The overall objective of the research is to establish a greater understanding of the patterns and 
underlying processes of human-wildlife interactions in the dynamic ecosystems of Botswana, with 
the Chobe section of the study feeding into a wider study. The study aims:

1. To determine the current status and trends in incidents of HWC and map the spatio-
temporal distribution of HWC in Chobe.

2.  Investigate the socio-ecological patterns and underlying processes of wildlife crop-raiding 
in Chobe.

3. Investigate the socio-economic impact of wildlife crop-raiding in Chobe.

4. Explore the effectiveness of current mitigation techniques for elephant crop-raiding, and 
develop and test innovative techniques.

5. Investigate the extent of illegal hunting around protected areas and compare situations in 
Botswana.

HUMAN WILDLIFE CONFLICT RESEARCH PROJECT
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What does it cost? 

Associated costs ZAR for 2015

4 weeks   R 24,805
Additional 4 week periods R 21,670
Transfer (once-off)  R 1,700

How do I get there? 

• You will be responsible for booking your own flights. 
• The costs of your flights are not included in the price listed above.
• You will need to fly into Kasane for this project.
• We collect arriving students from Kasane International Airport, which is our closest town 

to Chobe Enclave project. Majority of travellers come in by flight, however there are bus 
services available however these are not generally reliable. 

• The easiest way is for you to book your international flight through any airline of your 
choice, arriving in Johannesburg (O.R. Tambo International Airport), and then book a 
connecting international flight from Johannesburg to Kasane (our closest airport). South 
African Airlines (SAA) and Air Botswana are the only carriers that does the connecting flight 
from Johannesburg to Maun or Kasane so it is best to book with them. Their website’s are: 
http://www.flysaa.com/ & https://www.airbotswana.co.bw/

Departure flight

Please note when booking a return flight, that flights out of Botswana are often delayed an hour or 
two, therefore be sure to book a connecting flight that leaves you with more than enough time if a 
delay is incurred. If you are struggling to find flights that work with our arrival schedule or your dates 
with us, we can recommend some accommodation options for you and a contact to collect you from 
the airport. Please just let us know your travel plans so that we can assist you if needed.

When arriving at either of the airports please be sure to look out for the sign Wildlife ACT to locate 
the person who will be collecting you and taking you to where you will be staying for the first night or 
transferring you straight to one of the project locations.

CHOBE ENCLAVE | INFORMATION
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Will I need vaccinations? 

There are no compulsory inoculations required for travel to Botswana, unless you are travelling from 
a yellow-fever endemic area (the yellow fever belt of Africa or South America), in which case you 
will need certification to prove your inoculation status when you arrive in Botswana. We do suggest 
that you have a Hepatitis A and B and a tetanus vaccination. However, please contact your doctor for 
advice on the matter. 

Malaria

Botswana is a low-medium risk Malaria area. You may wish to speak to your doctor concerning his / 
her recommendation regarding taking precaution medication. Although the project is not qualified to 
give medical advice, 3 Anti-Malarial medications are endorsed by Botswana’s Department of Health: 
Doxycycline, Mefloquine / Lariam, and Malarone / Atovaquone / Proguanil.

Doxycycline, sold as Doximal and Doxitab, is a broad-spectrum antibiotic, which is also an anti-malarial 
drug. It is also the preferred agent for treating Tick-bite Fever. Although it is not life-threatening, Tick-
bite Fever is not an enjoyable experience. (In the past, a small handful of people have contracted Tick-
bite Fever while in Zululand. Although there is not much you can do to prevent it from a medical point 
of view - the simplest and best thing to do is to apply a good tick repellent before walking in the bush, 
and to check yourself for ticks after each outing.) If using Doxycycline, wear high-factor sunscreen to 
protect against sun-sensitivity and take it after meals, with plenty of water.  

Mefloquine, branded as Larium or Mefliam, is controversial because of its possible side effects. 
However, it’s the only anti-malarial considered safe for longer periods and may be taken for up to 
a year. Dizziness, headaches, insomnia and vivid dreams occur in up to 25 per cent of people. Rare 
reactions include severe depression, paranoia, aggression and seizures. You should be screened for 
epilepsy, anxiety or psychosis and liver, kidney or cardiac conditions before Mefloquine is prescribed. 
It’s also not recommended if you’re planning to go scuba diving or mountaineering.  

Malarone / Atovaquone / Proguanil, sold as Malanil in South Africa, has less severe side effects but 
is more expensive. It shouldn’t be used for trips lasting longer than a month. If you do experience side 
effects, they’re likely to be headaches, nausea and diarrhoea.  You should decrease your risk further 
by protecting yourself against bites by using insect repellents, bed nets and wearing lightweight, long-
sleeved clothing in the evenings.  Be aware that if you get a fever one week to three months after 
visiting a risk area, you should get tested for Malaria immediately.

CHOBE ENCLAVE | INFORMATION
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Will I need a visa? 

In our experience, the majority of nationalities are exempt from having to obtain a visa to travel to 
Botswana. We suggest that you contact your relevant travel authority or the Botswana embassy in 
your country to confirm whether you will require a visa for your visit. If a visa is required, all of our 
students enter on a “tourism visa”, (no work permit is required). If you are subject to visa requirements, 
you should apply for your visa at least three months before your departure to Botswana, and await 
the outcome of your application before departing. If you need to know more information go to the 
following website www.botswana-tourism.gov.bw. If you still are not able to find the information that 
you need please contact us. 

Will I need travel insurance? 

Usually you need travel insurance whenever you travel outside your own country; we usually suggest 
that you make use of any existing personal insurance policies you may have, which can often be 
extended to include foreign travel. If not, just check with your local travel agent and make sure that 
you have personal medical insurance. 

What about safety?

For the most part, we view and monitor the animals from the safety of tracking vehicles. All darting 
and wildlife capture operations are carried out under strict safety guidelines, should they be needed. 
Appropriate supervision and instruction will be provided for all elements of your practical experience, 
and all the monitors have First Aid qualifications. 

Although Africa is known to be home to a number of potentially dangerous species, especially snakes, 
scorpions, spiders, and insects, very few visitors are adversely affected. Snakes tend to be shy, and 
generally stay away from built-up areas. If you go on a walk, it is always a good idea to comfortable, 
closed walking shoes, socks, and long trousers – just as a precaution. You should NEVER approach or 
provoke any snake – doing so could bring yourself or others into danger. If you do see a snake, back 
away slowly and observe where it goes, while someone calls the wildlife monitor or guide. If you feel 
you may be in danger for any reason, always inform your wildlife monitor or guide. They have full 
authority when you are doing fieldwork. Always follow their instructions. Please note: In case of any 
emergencies, students who join us are automatically signed up to a helicopter evacuation plan. This 
gets you out of the bush no matter where you are to Maun or Kasane, where further decisions can be 
made about medical attention or further evacuation.

CHOBE ENCLAVE | INFORMATION
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What is the climate like in Botswana?

December to February is Botswana’s wet season with afternoon/evening thunder showers, warm 
humid days, with temperatures sometimes reaching 35°C and comfortably warm nights dropping 
to around 20-25°C. Be prepared for some incredible lightning displays and earth trembling thunder 
accompanying great downpours of rain. With this onslaught of rain the bush is transformed from a 
crispy, dry atmosphere to a lush bushveld overflowing with colour. Please bring a rainproof jacket 
(with a hood) and rainproof trousers, as you will most often be on the back of an open vehicle and 
occasionally get caught in a summer rain shower. Although rain is sometimes challenging in terms 
of getting the work done, please remember how absolutely VITAL the rainfall is for each and every 
location on which we work!

March to April the temperatures are mild in the day and night, with not much variation between the 
days or months. Temperatures usually sit between 20-35°C.

May to August are Botswana’s “winter months” with average temperatures during the day (15-25°C) 
and getting cold at night, often with temperatures dropping below zero in some areas. Do not be 
fooled that just because this is Africa it will be warm.  With a fairly desert environment, winter months 
in Botswana are known to vary as much as 25°C during the day and drop to -5°C during the night, an 
extreme temperature difference. We suggest that you bring a thick, warm jacket with a hood, as well 
as clothes to layer under if you need to, as well as gloves, a woolly hat, and something like a scarf to 
cover your face while sitting on the back of the open vehicle in the early mornings, as the wind in your 
face can be freezing! If you are joining us in winter, please bring warm sleeping attire and/or a hot 
water bottle, as there is no central heating and nights can be surprisingly cold if you are accustomed 
to climate-controlled rooms. (TIP: You could also take the hot water bottle with you on the vehicle in 
the mornings). As the day progresses it does get fairly warm so the layers are very important to be 
able to take off later on during the day.

September to October / November the weather warms up rapidly with temperatures reaching above 
40° C in the day and rarely dropping below 30°C at night. October is often referred to as “suicide 
month”, giving a good indication of the type of weather during this time; hot, dry and windy. Summer 
months in Botswana can be fairly draining and harsh and for this reason we advise that you pack 
plenty of sunscreen (factor 40 or higher), a hat or peak cap, a large water bottle and re-hydrates to 
keep you hydrated during the day and an sarong or kikoy to wet and wrap around yourself to keep 
your body temperature down. 

CHOBE ENCLAVE | INFORMATION
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What is the climate like in Botswana? cont.

We can experience mild weather from time to time, and there is a wind-chill factor on the back of 
the open vehicle, especially in the early mornings, so it is advisable to bring a warm jacket and long 
trousers in all seasons (including summer) JUST in case. During the warmer months, we often find 
great places to swim at so be sure to bring a bathing suite. 

Here in Botswana, we not only have the seasonal climatic changes to deal with but also the seasonal 
flooding of the Okavango Delta. During the winter months, June/July, the Okavango reaches its full 
flood turning many dry areas into swamps teeming with life. The rise and fall of the flood varies 
throughout the delta, depending on how close or far it is from the panhandle, however generally the 
floods begin following the rainy season and begin to drop at the end of the winter season. This will 
affect our work in different areas, some more than others depending on where the project is situated 
in relation to the delta. Some of our projects are located right in the delta while others are on the 
fringes. However, we do our best to keep things consistent despite the conditions.

What do I need to bring?

• Comfortable ‘bush clothing’ (dull colours, e.g. olive green / grey / brown / khaki / beige / 
black NOT white, or bright colours). 

• Please be sure not to bring camouflage, as it is against the law to wear it here in Botswana.

• If you are joining us in winter, please bring warm sleeping attire and/or a hot-water-bottle, 
as there is no central heating, and nights can be cold if you are accustomed to climate-
controlled rooms. (You could also take the hot-water-bottle with you on the vehicle in the 
mornings).

• If you are joining us in summer, you can bring shorts/cropped pants and t-shirts, since it 
will be very hot. Be aware you will need to cover up or use plenty of sunscreen and a hat, 
as you will be on the back of an open vehicle.

• In all seasons, please bring a thick jacket with a hood, gloves, and a scarf or a woollen hat 
to cover your face while on the back of the open vehicle in the mornings. (The morning 
wind can be cold at times.) A bandanna or cotton scarf is surprisingly versatile! 

• Hat/peak cap (dull colour). 

CHOBE ENCLAVE | INFORMATION
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What do I need to bring? cont.

• A sarong or kikoy is helpful in all seasons, for wrapping your head/hair up, to wetting and 
using it to cool you down, keeping the sun off you or just wrapping it around you when it’s 
a bit chilly. This is especially useful for ladies, as when we visit communities you will need 
to wear a skirt, preferably a long one to be culturally acceptable, which a sarong can be 
transformed into very easily.

• Lightweight waterproof jacket and waterproof trousers (dull colour).

•  Lightweight long-sleeved cotton tops and long trousers (to keep mosquitoes and the sun 
off). 

•  Walking/hiking shoes (comfortable, water proof if possible). Don’t forget your socks! 

•  Sandals or flip-flops for relaxing in camp. 

•  Sunscreen lotion (factor 40 or higher) and a lip balm with SPF. 

•  Sunglasses with UVA protection. 

•  A large (2 litre capacity) water bottle to take with you during the day – it is your responsibility 
to fill it and keep yourself well hydrated. 

•  A small rucksack to take with you on the vehicle to hold your sunscreen, snacks, water 
bottle, hand-sanitizer, camera, etc.

•  Camera and lots of film or a large memory card – there are plenty of photo opportunities!

•  Binoculars if you own any (perhaps borrow some if you don’t?)

•  A good quality torch/flashlight/headlamp is ESSENTIAL and COMPULSORY.

•  Spare batteries (for your torch/camera etc.) We encourage the use of rechargeable 
batteries, as opposed to disposable batteries, which are not environmentally friendly.

•  Cell phone if you have one (don’t forget your cell phone’s charger!)

•  Plug adaptors/converters for Botswana. (Electricity here is generally 220/230 volts, 15 
amps, and is supplied through either 15-amp three-prong, or 5-amp two-prong plugs, in 
both cases with round pins.) 

• Mosquito and tick repellent.

CHOBE ENCLAVE | INFORMATION
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What do I need to bring? cont.

• Lotion to soothe mosquito and insect bites (e.g. Anthisan or any mepyramine cream).

•  A basic personal supply of first aid items (such as plasters for blisters, re-hydrate, painkillers, 
eye drops, cold capsules, allergy meds, diarrhoea/nausea tablets, etc that you may need.) 

•  Your personal toiletries (shampoo/conditioner/soap/toothpaste etc). Don’t forget to pack 
a little scrubbing brush to clean under your fingernails, as many students say it was the 
most important thing they brought with them! Ladies, a can of ‘dry shampoo’, and some 
‘facial cleansing wipes’ are also useful!

•  Any chronic / long-term medications you may require (enough to last you while you are 
with us). Bringing a little extra is always a good idea as well, in case you loose some along 
your journey.

•  If you wear glasses or contact lenses, it is advisable to bring spare/back-up options. 

•  If you are a light sleeper, it may be advisable to bring some earplugs to ensure that you are 
able to rest without disturbance from other students. 

•  Swimwear.

•  A good book or two, or something to keep you occupied during your midday relaxing time. 

•  A travel journal, should you wish to record your experience. 

•  Spending money for town trips.

•  There are no mosquito nets provided in the accommodation, although most 
accommodations will have mesh to prevent mosquitoes and insects in general. If you have 
space, you are welcome to bring a mosquito net with you.

•  All bed linens are provided, but we ask that you bring your own towels.

CHOBE ENCLAVE | INFORMATION
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Where will I be staying

Chobe Enclave students are based at the Van Thuyne Ridge Research Centre, which is located on 
three tree islands nestled within the thatch grass vleis that the area is well known for. This research 
centre accommodates researchers and scientists from all over the world looking to perform research 
in Chobe Enclave and neighbouring Chobe National Park. This centre and camp is fully eco-friendly 
with solar power operating the entire camp and a waste recycling plant.

Student’s stay in twin dome tents at our campsite with shared communal bathroom facilities or twin 
rooms with en-suite bathrooms (upon availability and at an extra cost). A bed or stretcher, mattress, 
pillows and bed linens are provided for each student, but we ask that you bring your own towel. 
Please be aware that you may have to share a tent/room with another students of the same gender 
during your stay, as most of our accommodation is 2-bed sharing. Please note that when we say tent 
– we are referring to semi-permanent tents, which are on decks and are larger than an average 2-man 
tent. 

Running hot and cold water are available throughout the camp and in the bathroom facilities. There 
is a male and female bathroom with basins, showers and toilets. Hot water is provided via solar 
geysers therefore students will be asked to limit their use of hot water so that all can have access to 
it. Communal laundry facilities are available to students with detergent for washing clothes provided. 

The research camp is unfenced, so you can expect visits from various animals at the camp on regular 
occasions. For this reason please remember it is extremely important to always use torches (flash-
lights) when moving around the accommodation at night, and to never leave the immediate camp 
area on foot when it is dark! It is also important to note that no one is allowed to walk around within 
wildlife area’s on their own (example: leave the accommodation camp for a walk) unless they are 
accompanied by a guide who is qualified to deal with dangerous game on foot. 

Three basic meals a day are prepared and served in an open communal dining area shared with other 
scientists and researchers carrying out studies within the area. There is a small fridge where a few 
personal food items can be stored should you wish to bring anything extra. 

As far as possible, the project tries to be environmentally friendly, for example we do not buy tinned 
tuna, and we try to use game venison instead of commercially produced beef where possible. We do 
provide for vegetarians; please make us aware of your needs before you arrive. 

CHOBE ENCLAVE | INFORMATION
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Where will I be staying cont. 

Please also note that while we can provide meals for vegetarians, we will not be able to provide for 
exclusive vegans. If you are a vegetarian or vegan please understand that fruit and vegetables are 
expensive and come in little variety. If you are a vegan and plan to stick to that dietary choice while 
you are with us, you will need to purchase special food items in town before heading out with us to 
the bush. If you have a particular food allergy please be sure to speak to us well ahead of your arrival 
time so that we can chat with you about it. It is very difficult for us to get various specialty foods due 
to the remoteness of our location.

The communal social area also boasts a small library, lounge and social area around a characteristic 
African campfire. A fully functional scientific lab and computer room are also available at the camp 
where lectures and data analysis. 

Each student will also be responsible for helping with general camp cleanliness and maintenance. 
This is a very important part of bush life, as an untidy / dirty room or kitchen is an invitation for all 
sorts of creatures to invade it!

Will I need spending money?

To avoid delays and inconvenience, you are advised to bring Botswana Pula (if you can get it) or USA 
dollars before you arrive in Botswana. The USA dollar is very easy to exchange here in Botswana, 
while not many other currencies are. Please note that you will need to produce your passport in order 
to exchange any currency while in Botswana.

Please note: The distance between the concessions and any town/city is substantial, and fuel costs 
are high, so any driving to town for supplies is limited to the 2 week cycle when students arrive/
depart or are transferred from one concession to another. 

On the day you arrive, when you are met by your wildlife monitor in Kasane the town closest to Chobe 
Enclave where you will be working, you will be permitted to make a very brief (15 minute) stop at a 
supermarket for you to stock up on any snacks or luxury items you may want during your stay. 

Your spending money will be for:

• Any additional grocery items you may want that are not provided by us. 
•  Snacks such as chocolate, crisps, fizzy drinks etc.

CHOBE ENCLAVE | INFORMATION
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Will I need spending money? cont.

• Bottled water, should you choose to drink it. 
• Any leisure activities you may wish to perform on “time-off”, or rest days.
•  Purchasing gifts and curios.
•  Meals eaten in restaurants / takeaways etc on “time off”.
•  Alcoholic beverages (wine, beer etc).
•  Cell phone “airtime” vouchers or calling cards.
•  Emergencies.

Please note: Depending on the schedule of your course while you are here, you may spend a couple 
of days in Maun or Kasane prior to travelling out to the project site, due to theory requirements or 
necessary orientation. We will arrange your accommodation and food and this is included in the 
price. We do however try our best to limit your time spent in town.

Will there be phone or internet access

Mobile phones: We do recommend bringing your personal cell phone, as that is the easiest way to 
keep in contact with friends and family back home. You will be able to use your phone in Botswana as 
long as your phone is a triband or fourband phone, it is unlocked, and it takes a SIM card. You will need 
to make the necessary arrangements with your service provider before leaving your home country 
to activate international roaming. It is also possible to buy a Botswana SIM card at supermarkets and 
many other outlets. If your phone is not unlocked it is possible to purchase a cheap phone for you to 
make use of while you are in Botswana. Make sure you have your passport and an address of where 
you will be staying if you do, as the network operators are legally required to capture the details of 
all SIM cardholders. We suggest that you only buy a SIM card from the B-mobile network as it has the 
most extensive coverage in the rural areas of Botswana. There is fairly consistent cell phone coverage 
at the camp itself and throughout the eastern side of Chobe Enclave. 

Internet access: The research centre provides satellite internet connection in the central lab. We will 
have limited access to the internet in the lab as we share it with other researchers and scientists. 
Despite its availability, please be aware that our internet service out here is extremely slow compared 
to international standards, and is often unreliable. Although we will do our best to provide you with 
the opportunity to use it when it is available, you may not always get through. If you have a laptop 
with your own Internet connection, please feel free to bring that with you. Alternatively, many of our 
students activate their mobile smart phones to ‘roaming’, and update their social media accounts or 
emails via their phone.

CHOBE ENCLAVE | INFORMATION
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Occasionally our students may experience a few difficulties in adjusting to life in the bush. To that 
end, we have included a few guidelines of things that may disrupt your sense of comfort, but that are 
simply part of life in Africa and unfortunately not things we can easily change. We ask that you bear 
with us and understand that we face these difficulties with you while you stay, and continue to face 
them after you are gone! 

WATER MAY AT TIMES RUN OUT. Botswana and Africa as a whole, struggles with water supplies, 
especially in rural areas. Although it may be difficult to adjust to this if it happens, please bear with 
us, as this is a problem we all share from time to time. 

ELECTRICITY CAN AT TIMES BE SHUT OFF FOR NO REASON. Electricity can at times be shut off for 
no reason. This is a government-provided service, over which we have no control. In majority of our 
camps, power will be provided by solar energy; therefore it is not consistent and will not be running 
throughout the day. 

UNRELIABLE INTERNET. Our internet service is slow and unreliable. Although we will do our best to 
provide you with the opportunity to use it when it is available, you may not always get through. 

UNRELIABLE SIGNAL. The cell phone/mobile signal comes and goes, especially in remote areas, or 
may not exist at all.

THERE WILL ALWAYS BE INSECTS, SNAKES AND SPIDERS. They have just as much right, or more, to 
live here and we do not kill them. They are part of life in the bush. 

TOWN TRIPS LIMITED. The distance between the concessions and any town/city is quite substantial, 
and fuel costs are high, so any driving to town is limited to the 2-week arrival/departure cycle. In 
some areas, we may not even be able to drive, but have to fly so travelling expenses are even higher. 

CAMP SAFETY. We understand your frustration at not being able to walk freely around the project 
site during your free time. This is for your safety, so please understand the reasons behind this rule.

WEATHER. Although rain is sometimes challenging in terms of getting the work done, please remember 
how absolutely VITAL the rainfall is for the locations on which we work – many of these areas are 
drought areas and are utterly dependant on the wonderful gift of rain. The same goes for the flooding 
– just remember that this is the largest inland delta in the world – a paradise in itself! 

THIS IS NGAMILAND, NOT DISNEYLAND!
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Student schedule 

In Africa one can only attempt to schedule each day’s events and goals – however normally Africa 
time and events take over. However, we feel that it is important to give you an idea of what your day-
to-day schedule looks like. 

Please note that we will be responding to human wildlife conflict reports (livestock attacks, crop field 
raiding and direct human/wildlife conflict) as soon as they are reported so will not be able to stick to 
the below schedule 100% of the time.

Predator spoor / herbivore / vegietation transects

PHV Transects: These transects include a number of data collection aspects such as predator spoor 
identification, herbivore sightings, vegetation analysis at sightings as well as marking of frequented 
elephant paths.

Human wildlife conflict or HWC

• This includes conducting HWC interviews, determining the spatial attributes of cattle 
posts and crop-fields.

• Response to HWC reports will include collecting data about the report and assessing the 
reporters ability to identify the animal responsible.

• Meeting with important members of the community, as well as with DWNP officials to 
conduct interviews.

• To assess the implementation, training and sustainability of various HWC mitigation 
strategies implemented in the region i.e. livestock guard dogs, chilli pepper crop fields, 
anti-predator kraals etc.

THIS IS NGAMILAND, NOT DISNEYLAND!
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Daily grind

As a student on our human wildlife conflict project you will have the opportunity to be involved in a 
number of activities. To give you an indication of your day to day life as a Wildlife ACT student here 
are a few examples of what your days might look like: mornings normally begin before the sun rises as 
these early starts are a key element in all wildlife research and monitoring. Morning activities include 
spoor, herbivore or vegetation transects. Following lunch the team heads off to a village, cattle post 
or crop field to conduct interviews and surveys amongst the herders, cattle owners, farmers or key 
community members. Afternoons normally include afternoon/evening transects to compliment the 
mornings work. Most days will consist of a combination of community and fieldwork, however we 
may have a few whole days in between mixed days dedicated to community data collection. Human-
wildlife conflict is a dynamic and complex subject so be aware of the continuous adjustments that 
need to be made to accommodate the subject matters. At least one day a week will be dedicated to 
data input in camp so to avoid a pileup of data to process and a chance to assess the next week’s 
work.

Testimonial

Alicia Buchanan (Aug-14)

What was the highlight of your time with Wildlife ACT in Botswana?

Following an interview conducted with a cattle kraal owner in Chobe Enclave, we took time to 
help a woman reinforce and insulate her home by assisting in placing mud on the exterior. It was 
spontaneous and completely unplanned, but I feel that making such personal connections sets the 
stage for successful communication and partnerships with rural communities. I could see the surprise 
in her face that we wanted to help, and hopefully such acts of compassion for their personal welfare 
will facilitate future communication to mitigate human-wildlife conflict in the area.

THIS IS NGAMILAND, NOT DISNEYLAND!
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